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John was an avid golfer and a man of faith. He was getting older and not feeling well 

when he said to his wife Cindy, “I hope that I can play golf in heaven.” Cindy told him that he 

should say a little prayer to God about that. 

So on Sunday, John knelt in the pew and prayed, “Oh God, thank you for all that I’ve had 

in my life, for my family, my career, a great retirement and a good golf game. Lord, I hope that 

when I reach Heaven, I can continue playing golf.” 

Suddenly, he heard God’s voice, “John, I heard your prayer, and I will answer you. Do 

you want the good news or the bad news first?” John was shaken to hear the Lord’s voice, but 

said, “The good news first.” 

God spoke, “The good news is that in Heaven there are thousands of magnificent golf 

courses, there is never a rainy day, and you will get to play in some of the best foursomes that 

ever played the game.” Wow! John said, “What is the bad news?” The Lord said, “You have a 

tee time on Tuesday.”  

In life, there is good news and bad news. 

If a person doesn’t know the bad news, how likely are they to appreciate or even seek the 

good news? Does the world know the bad news? Does the world even want to know the bad 

news? 

The first reading was from the book of Ecclesiastes, a book that some people consider 

depressing, and others wonder why its even in the Bible. 

But an English theologian [Sir Edwyn Hoskyns] from the 17th century called Ecclesiastes 

the most Christian book in the Old Testament. What he meant, was that Ecclesiastes doesn’t 

sugarcoat the description of what human life is, apart from God. And if taken seriously, this book 

prepares the way for us to hear the gospel of Christ. 

Ecclesiastes is the “bad news” that has to be heard, before we can really appreciate the 

good news. This book tells us that all human life is ultimately meaningless, if life is viewed and 

lived apart from God. 

The bad news, what the world doesn’t want to hear, is that all our work dies with us. 

Whatever profit we make on earth does not follow us. At death our possessions are passed on to 

another, and there is no way of knowing whether that other person will use them well or not. 

Satan doesn’t want us to know or even think about the bad news. 
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What is the good news? Jesus’ Resurrection, it is the guarantee of our hope for our 

resurrection. It’s the incredible Good News of Easter; but we appreciate it only if we are honest 

enough to first accept the bad news. Without the hope of our resurrection, without God coming 

to us, life is indeed vanity of vanities, and life has no meaning. 

Other bad news, at the moment of death the state of our soul is fixed forever. There is no 

longer the chance for conversion or repentance. But the good news, you have today and every 

day, for the rest of your life, to convert and repent. 

We read in scripture how God gradually revealed his plan of salvation, and the book of 

Ecclesiastes is an important part of the message. In this book, God prepares us with an 

understanding of the meaning of life and death. 

The teachings of Ecclesiastes need to be complimented by the teachings in the Gospel, 

the Good News. New Testament writings, like we heard today, give us the vision and ability to 

see, that we are very short-sighted, if we think that, this life, and earthly things are all that matter. 

We cannot take worldly things with us when we die, but the good news, there is 

something that we do take with us. Fr. Mike spoke about this word last weekend. Relationships. 

We take with us our relationships. The things and stuff of this life are all left behind, but our 

relationships, we will take with us. 

And more good news, we have some time for repentance and conversion, and time to 

care for and tend our relationships. But how much time do we have? Only God knows. 

St. Augustine said you are what you love, and if you love stuff, profit, the things of the 

world, then you are guaranteed only one thing: that you will lose them. 

Said another way, we are what we find our identity in; and what we find our identity in, is 

what we love. That’s why when someone dies, we feel that we have lost a part of ourselves. We 

have! 

Things of the world last a relatively short time and they cannot fulfil the longings of our 

heart. They wear out or the pleasure they give us fades, and often fades quickly. 

We can transform what is temporary in our life, the worldly stuff, by giving it away in 

love. If we can live in this way, life is anything but vanity or meaningless! 

The reading from Ecclesiastes points out what life is without God. Without God, life is 

meaningless. 
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The bad news is a good thing, because awareness of it causes a person to be drawn to 

Christ. 

On a certain day, the Lord will come and settle accounts with us, to determine how well, 

or not well, we have used his gifts. Some of his gifts include intelligence, our health, material 

goods, our capacity for friendship, and the power to give joy to those around us. 

The Lord ought to find us well prepared.  

 


